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A walk-through exhibit of the 
state’s history and artifacts will 
run from May 10 through June 
15 at the Convention Center and 
will feature various aspects of 
the College. 
It’s the stuff you read about in his-tory books, but with a personal touch. Roger Williams’ compass. 
A bill of sale for a slave traded in 
Rhode Island, and the actual shack-
les he wore. An original copy of the 
Declaration of Independence printed 
in Newport in 1776. The prototype 
for G.I. Joe, manufactured in Rhode 
Island. A child-sized desk from the 
State Home and School for Children, 
once located on the College’s east 
campus.  And so much more…his-
tory, artifacts and cultural roots of 
Rhode Island, aptly called, Rhode 
Island Treasures.
In this walking tour through time, 
more than 125 artifacts, documents 
and relics will be displayed in the 
Rhode Island Treasures Exhibit, spon-
sored by the Providence Tourism 
Council, May 10 and running through 
June 15. Rhode Island College will be 
a leading contributor to the exhibit, 
and will be featured in several seg-
ments throughout the display.
RIC will be represented as the 
state’s oldest public institution of 
higher learning, now in its 150th aca-
demic year.  Because of the College’s 
rich history and an outstanding rep-
utation in teacher education and 
the performing arts, the Providence 
Tourism Council contacted RIC for 
assistance with the project.
“The College is certainly one of 
Rhode Island’s treasures. We wel-
come the opportunity to contribute 
our support and expertise, to work 
with the Providence Tourism Council 
and all of the exhibit sponsors in 
RIC joins with Prov. Tourism Council to 
present Rhode Island Treasures exhibit
tribute to the role Rhode Island has 
played in our national history, and 
the role that the College has, and 
continues to play, as an integral part 
of that history,” said Peg Brown, vice 
president for development and col-
lege relations.
A MOMENT IN TIME: A photo from RIC's 1957 Homecoming shows a different 
look at the festivities. The photo is part of the Rhode Island Treasures exhibit 
featuring the College as the oldest public institution of higher learning in the state.
Continued on page  8
Thanks to the efforts of their 
high school science teacher, RIC 
alum Ross McCurdy ’98 M ’02, 
Ponaganset students are now 
“plugged in.”
Through McCurdy’s initiative, the 
school has acquired a 1000-watt 
proton exchange membrane (PEM) 
hydrogen fuel cell.
What’s that, you ask?
It seems the fuel cell, which just 
became available in January, pro-
Ponaganset High students are ‘plugged in’ 
thanks to RIC alum
by George LaTour
What's News Associate Editor
vides an “uninterruptible power 
supply” and provided all the juice 
necessary to allow the Ponagansett 
band to broadcast a live perfor-
mance throughout the school the 
morning of February 27.
“Ponaganset will demonstrate the 
full potential of the fuel cell by 
powering up ‘Protium,’ the world’s 
first PEM hydrogen fuel cell-pow-
ered rock band,” said McCurdy 
prior to the performance.
“The entire band’s electrical 
instruments, amplifiers and vocal 
PA system were powered solely by 
the fuel cell,” he says.
And, the endeavor met with com-
plete success. “It was wonderful!” 
exclaims McCurdy.
After this success, the band 
was invited to perform at the 
Connecticut Clean Energy Fund 
Fuel Cell Investor’s Summit at 
Mohegan Sun March 17.
“Fuel cell business people from 
all over the world attended this 
summit,” says McCurdy, adding 
that he considered the invitation 
“quite an honor.”
It’s all part of Ponaganset High’s 
on-going hydrogen fuel cell edu-
Continued on page 12
by Jane Fusco
What's News Editor
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Then and now…
Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items of information about 
their professional endeavors to What’s News, Office of News and Public 
Relations, Building 10 or email them to cpage@ric.edu.
Focus on the Faculty and Staff
L e s l i e 
Schuster, asso-
ciate professor 
of history, had 
her study of 
work and com-
munity among 
sh ipbu i ld ing 
workers in 
France, “A 
W o r k f o r c e 
D i v i d e d : 
C o m m u n i t y , 
Labor, and the 
State in Saint-Nazaire’s Shipbuilding 
Industry, 1880-1910,” published 
recently by Greenwood Press. 
Schuster has also had an article 
on shipbuilding work processes 
accepted for publication in the 
French journal, Revue d’Histoire 
Moderne et Contemporaine.
D a v i d 
E s p i n o s a , 
assistant profes-
sor of history, 
whose article, 
“Rechristianizing 
Mexican Society: 
The Mexican 
Catholic Youth 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 
1913-1932,” will 
be published in 
The Americas in 
April.
Diana Delia, associate professor 
of history, was invited to participate 
in the ancient history panel at the 
New England Historical Association 
and recently delivered a paper 
on “What Lies Beneath: New 
Approaches to Understanding the 
Topography and Urban Development 
of Alexandria in Egypt.” She also 
gave a series of talks at the North 
Kingstown Free Library entitled “A 
Pen Weightier Than a Sword: The 
Life and Meditations of Marcus 
Aurelius.”
Peter M. K. Mendy, assistant 
professor of history, and Richard 
Lobban Jr., professor of anthro-
pology, have written an article 
on “Bissau, Guinea-Bissau” in the 
Encyclopedia of Urban Cultures pub-
lished by Grolier Publishing.
J. Stanley Lemons, professor of 
history, had his 
illustrated arti-
cle on “Rhode 
Island and the 
Slave Trade” pub-
lished in Rhode 
Island History.
E. J. Min, asso-
ciate professor 
of  commu-
nications, has 
contributed a 
chapter entitled, 
“Demythologizing the ‘Model 
Minority’” to a book, The Emerging 
Monoculture: Assimilation and the 
‘Model Minority’ (edited by Eric M. 
Kramer, University of Oklahoma, 
2003, Greenwood Pub.). The chapter 
traces how the perception of Asian 
Americans in general has evolved in 
the United States from that of being 
a reserved and uncivilized people to 
the dominant model minority image. 
It attempts to demythologize the 
model minority myth that underlies 
the ideology of model minority dis-
course and advocacy as well as neg-
ative stereotypes.
The journal Personality and 
Individual Differences has accepted 
Shani Carter's study of affect for 
publication. The paper, "Reexamining 
the Temporal Aspects of Affect: 
Relationships between Repeatedly 
Measured Affective State, Subjective 
Well-Being, and Affective disposi-
tion, uses a LISREL model to examine 
the measurement of short, moder-
ate and long-term affect. The results 
are informative for those studying 
the influences of mood on manage-
ment processes.
Ben Lombardo, professor of health 
and physical education, along with 
three colleagues, 
has completed 
work on a new 
book entitled 
Teaching Games 
f o r 
Understanding 
in Physical 
Education and 
Sport: An 
In ternat iona l 
P e r s p e c t i v e . 
Co-edited with 
J. Butler of 
Phymouth State 
College, L. Griffin of UMass-Amherst, 
and R. Nastasi from Endicott College, 
this book explores the ways that 
conceptual approaches to instruc-
tion promote problem solving, criti-
cal thinking, decision making and 
overall improved motor activity and 
sports performance. Published by 
The National Association for Sport 
and Physical Education, an orga-
nization of the American Alliance 
for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Dance, located in 
Reston, Va., the work is the result 
of a ground-breaking international 
conference on Teaching Games for 
Understanding,  held at Waterville 
Valley in 2001.
Karen S. Castagno, associate pro-
fessor of physical education, and 
Richard E. Cain, assistant professor 
of health education, became certi-
fied recently as Physical Best health-
fitness specialists through training 
offered by the American Alliance 
of Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance at the 
University of Rhode Island. The 
Physical Best program focuses on 
encouraging adolescents and adults 
to incorporate life-long physical 
activity into their daily activities. 
The two professors will infuse the 
new curriculum into select health 
and physical education courses at 
RIC and encourage their health 
and physical education students to 
become certified to use the curricu-
lum in their elementary and second-
ary health and physical education 
classrooms.
Sandra Enos, associate professor 
of sociology, has recently published 
three articles 
related to 
service learn-
ing. They are: 
Sandra Enos 
and Keith 
Morton. 2003 
“Developing a 
Theory and 
Practice of 
C a m p u s -
C o m m u n i t y 
Partners in 
B u i l d i n g 
Partnerships 
for Service Learning,” ed. by Barbara 
Jacoby. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.; 
Keith Morton and Sandra Enos. 2002. 
“Building Deeper Civic Relationships 
and New and Improved Citizens.” 
Journal of Public Affairs 6:(1):83-102.; 
Keith Morton, Sandra Enos, and 
Sarah Long. 2002. “Curriculum 
Guide for The New Student Politics.” 
Providence RI: Campus Compact.
In keeping with the upcoming Sesquicentennial celebration, we begin a series 
of paired photos showing the College “Then” and “Now.”
Then
and Now…
In 1968 there were three admissions officers in the RIC Admissions Office. 
All were graduates of the College. Seen above, they are (from left) Claire 
Giannamore ’64, M, ’75; John Foley ’67, M ’70; and Frank Bucci ’54, M ’58, 
the director. At that time there were 2,850 undergraduates and 60 graduate 
students at the College and 797 freshmen were admitted in September. (File 
photo)
Today there are seven admission officers and the College’s total enrollment is 
8,758, with 1,014 freshmen and 603 transfer students admitted this year. As 
luck would have it, every member of the current staff is also a graduate of the 
College. They are (seen above, from bottom to top) Holly Shadoian ’73 M ’75, 
director; Deborah Johnson ’80, M ’94; Deborah-Jane Suggs ’90, M ’02; Jason 
Anthony ’99; Greta Guilbault ’00; Joanne DiRaimo ’01; and Princess Sirleaf 
Bomba ’89, M ’96. (What’s News photo by Gordon E. Rowley)
Promotions of six faculty mem-
bers to the rank of full professor 
and five to the rank of associate 
professor were recently announced 
by College President John Nazarian.
Tenure for 10 faculty was also 
announced.
Promoted to professor effective 
July 1 and their departments are: 
James Barton, elementary educa-
tion; Nancy Cloud, special educa-
tion; Laura Cooley, physical sci-
ences; Claus Hofhansel, political sci-
ence; Eung-Jun Min, communica-
tions; and Jane Williams, nursing.
Those promoted to the rank of 
associate professor effective July 1 
and their departments are: Robert 
Franzblau, music, theatre and dance; 
Donna Kelly, art; Bret Rothstein, 
art; Marita Sheridan, biology; and 
Charles Snow, accounting and com-
Faculty promotions, tenure announced
puter information systems.
Faculty granted tenure, effective 
July 1 of the year indicated, and 
their departments are: James Barton 
(2003), elementary education; Judith 
Berg (2004), educational studies; 
Jean Brown (2004), educational stud-
ies; Melissa Caprio (2004), Henry 
Barnard School; Donna Kelly (2003), 
art; Bonnie MacDonald (2004), com-
munications; Charles McLaughlin 
(2004), educational studies; Lisa 
Owen (2004), elementary educa-
tion; Bret Rothstein (2003), art; and 
Leslie Sevey (2004), Henry Barnard 
School.
The College community is invited 
to join President Nazarian at a 
reception in honor of these faculty 
members at the President’s House 
on Tuesday, April 15, from 3-5 p.m.
J. STANLEY LEMONS
DAVID ESPINOSA
SANDRA ENOS
LESLIE SCHUSTER
BEN LOMBARDO
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Rhode Island College faculty mem-
bers are being invited to attend a talk on 
academic technology from 2-3:30 p.m. 
on Friday, April 4, in Cherry Auditorium 
in the Kirk Building at the University of 
Rhode Island in Kingston.
Richard Katz, vice president of 
EDUCAUSE, will describe his thoughts 
and reflections regarding information 
technology’s history, role and possible 
future in higher education in a presenta-
tion entitled “The E-Volution of Higher 
Education.”
For faculty members who cannot 
attend the event at Kingston, the talk 
also will be broadcast to RIC via inter-
active videoconferencing in the Board 
of Governors Conference Room in 
Roberts Hall. It also will be sent to the 
Community College of Rhode Island’s 
Flanagan Campus in Lincoln.
Rhode Island finals of the 2003 
National Geographic Bee will be 
held from 1-6 p.m. on Friday, April 
4, at various sites on the Rhode 
Island College campus.
Some 86 students representing 
schools from across the state will 
compete for state-level honors and a 
chance to participate in the national 
finals.
Now in its 15th year, the National 
Geographic Bee is designed to 
encourage the teaching of geogra-
phy and to test students’ knowl-
edge of the subject.
Students in grades 4 through 8 
are eligible for all three levels of 
competition — school, state and 
national.
State finalists were selected in 
January through school bees and a 
written examination.
During the Rhode Island finals, 
a series of preliminary rounds 
will narrow the field to 10. The 
final round, moderated by Mark 
Motte, associate professor of politi-
He’s a teacher, a linguist and a soldier in every sense of the word. Captain John 
Bento ’91, is back at RIC, teaching 
in the military science program 
where he was once an eager stu-
dent training for a career in ser-
vice to his country. Now, with the 
nation at war, Bento’s job gets 
more demanding by the minute. 
It is his students that may one 
day be called to active duty. It 
is his teachings that must guide 
them through the missions — and 
the uncertainty.
Bento said that he knew he 
wanted to become a soldier after 
taking his first military science 
class at RIC.
“I remember my instructors at 
RIC. They put me on the track 
that my life is on now,” Bento 
said. “It feels good to come back 
and mentor students on the same 
track.”
Bento joined the College’s 
Reserve Officer Training Program 
in July 2002 as an assistant pro-
fessor of military science in the 
joint RIC/Providence College mil-
itary science program. He teaches 
students the fundamentals of 
Army leadership, problem solv-
ing, communication skills, and 
introduces them to Army life and 
officer training. He also serves as 
Battalion Executive Officer and 
oversees administrative and logis-
tical functions within the depart-
ment.  
“In the army, it is 24-7. An army 
officer or soldier has to step up in 
any situation. The military science 
program covers the basic prin-
ciples of leadership. Leadership 
experience in the military is 
unlike any other profession in the 
world,” Bento said. 
Bento integrates contemporary 
issues into his classes. He assigns 
students different aspects of 
local, national and international 
issues to help them gain various 
perspectives of situations. These 
days, the war in Iraq is on all 
his students’ minds. Bento clearly 
states that a call to war is a 
higher calling and a soldier has 
to be committed to the mission 
and the personal sacrifices it may 
include.
“At the beginning of the semes-
ter, I give my students three sce-
narios that may result. One, you 
RIC Army ROTC officer 
returns to where it all began
may want to become an army 
officer. Two, you may want to 
join another branch of the armed 
services and become an officer. 
Three, at the very least, you will 
walk out of here with a better 
appreciation of the U.S. armed 
forces and their influence on 
world events,” he explains.
Bento earned a degree in inter-
national relations from RIC and 
was commissioned a second lieu-
tenant from the Patriot Battalion 
Program and entered the Rhode 
Island Army National Guard. 
After graduation, he attended the 
Military Intelligence Officer Basic 
Course at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, 
followed by a tour at the Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, 
California. While there, he stud-
ied Russian and became fluent in 
the language. He is also speaks 
Spanish. 
Bento then served in the 
California Army National Guard’s 
40th Infantry Division, where 
he assumed a full-time National 
Guard position and command of 
a Target Acquisition Battery, a 
unit that employs a sophisticated 
radar system that pinpoints the 
location of enemy artillery fire.
Bento deployed his battery 
to Kosovo in November 2000. 
Assigned to Camp Bondsteel, he 
spent six months in the Balkan 
region as his radar sections pro-
vided coverage to American and 
Allied forces upholding the peace. 
After Kosovo, Bento returned 
to Rhode Island and became a 
Battalion Intelligence Officer for 
the 1st Battalion, 103rd Field 
Artillery. 
He speaks openly to his stu-
dents of his own military experi-
ences serving in other countries 
to help them gain an appreciation 
of what it is like to live under 
the constant threat of death and 
destruction. He recalled a conver-
sation with villagers in Kosovo 
who were told that Serbians were 
going to destroy it the next day. 
“They were so glad when we 
arrived,” he said matter-of-factly.
“Talking to people who live day 
to day, not knowing if they will 
have food the next day, or if they 
will work, that’s when you really 
appreciate America,” Bento said.
An America, Bento believes, that 
is worth fighting for.
CALL TO DUTY: Captain John Bento (center) and troop set up radar equipment 
in Kosovo.
State finals of Geography Bee at 
RIC April 4
cal science/geography, will deter-
mine the first, second and third 
place winners. It will be held in 
Gaige Hall auditorium.
The first place winner will receive 
$100 and other prizes. 
Then, he or she will be the Rhode 
Island representative at the national 
finals at the National Geographic 
Society headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., May 20-21.
The Rhode Island finals are 
being administered by the Rhode 
Island Social Studies Association. 
Patricia M. Jarvis, retired from the 
Woonsocket Education Department, 
and Roger P. Gagnon, of the 
Woonsocket Middle School, are coor-
dinators.
Faculty members from RIC will 
serve as moderators for the pre-
liminary rounds and as judges for 
all rounds. College President John 
Nazarian will bring official greet-
ings to the students. Faith Fogle, of 
the state Department of Education, 
will bring greetings from the com-
missioner.
Faculty invited to presentation on 
academic technology
These sites are only an alternative for 
faculty who are unable to attend the 
presentation at URI, where Katz will 
speak live and meet with participants at 
a University Club reception following 
his presentation.
Katz is the founding director of 
EDUCAUSE Center for Applied Research 
(ECAR).
His book, Dancing with the Devil, 
was deemed one of the 10 most impor-
tant education-related books of 1999 by 
Lingua Franca.
The event is being sponsored by the 
state Office of Higher Education in 
conjunction with the Inter-Institutional 
Academic Technology Committee, com-
posed of staff and faculty from CCRI, RIC 
and URI.
For more information, call 
401-222-6560, ext. 129.
Children’s Opportunities
are Our Responsibilities
You are cordially invited to attend a day of celebration and remem-brance as The Rhode Island Association for the Education of  
Young Children and the State Home and School Project at Rhode 
Island College marks the beginning of the Week of the Young Child.
Sunday, April 6, 2003
12 – 4 p.m.
Sylvan Forman Center at Rhode Island College
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Providence, RI
v Activities for children v
v Information for parents and guardians v
v Entertainment v Refreshments v
*A special observance honoring all the children who at one time
spent a part of their childhood  at the State Home and School
~ O’Rourke Children’s Center will be held at 2 p.m.
For further information, contact Patricia Nolin
at 401-456-9854 or pnolin@ric.edu.
Week of the Young Child Family Festival 
Celebrating our Future
Memorial Dedication to the childhoods of long ago 
Honoring our Past
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Foundation & Alumni News
Alumni News
Ellie O’Neill
Director,
Alumni Affairs
Our Rhode 
Island College 
On the Road 
series is on 
track and we 
have no inten-
tion of slow-
ing down the 
train!
On March 
21, Assistant 
Director of 
A l u m n i 
Affairs Shana 
Murrell and 
Director of the 
Annual Fund 
Nancy Hoogasian had lunch at 
Greenwich Bay Manor with five of 
our alumni (see photo below). As 
we go to press, we are gearing up 
for our event at the Museum of 
Work and Culture in Woonsocket 
on March 27. Rhode Island College 
is not only on the road but in the 
air. Ten of our alumni are on their 
way to Tuscany for an alumni spon-
sored trip. Our next trip is sched-
uled for November to New Orleans.
We are off to NYC on April 10 
for a reception in mid-town. Thank 
you to our regional committee who 
are helping with our plans: Laura 
Cadorette ’87, Paul Guillotte ’83, 
Gary Mohamed ’85, Mark Mancini 
’90, Pamela Mancini ’86 and Laura 
Ricci-Warren ’93. 
On Saturday, April 12, we are 
hosting a luncheon for children/
grandchildren of alumni who have 
been accepted to the College for 
the Class of 2007. Invitations have 
been sent to over 100 students who 
have observed first hand the value 
of a RIC degree. 
All in the family photos
For our Sesquicentennial celebration
we are asking our alumni to send in photos
of RIC families who have multiple graduates.
We’d like generational pictures as well as siblings
who have graduated from the College.
Please send the photos to the Alumni Office. They will be returned.
Calling all graduates —
What has RIC done for you?
The Office of News and Public Relations is looking for Rhode Island 
College graduates who have an unusual story to tell about how the 
College influenced or changed their lives, prepared them for a special 
assignment or role in the community, or afforded them an opportu-
nity that they otherwise would not have had.
These stories will be considered for a special publication dedicated 
to the College’s upcoming Sesquicentennial (150th) celebration.
If you think your experience is one worth sharing, email the News 
and Public Relations office at jfusco@ric.edu or glatour@ric.edu.
Each year at this time I like to 
advertise our upcoming events for 
alumni.
•April 3, the Alumni Association 
board of directors is hosting an 
informational evening for all alumni 
who may be interested in learning 
about our board and committee 
positions.
• May 1, President Nazarian and 
the Alumni Association are hosting 
our third annual breakfast for RIC 
alumni who are Leadership Rhode 
Island alumni.
• May 8 is our Alumni Awards 
event. The next edition of What’s 
News will showcase our award win-
ners. The Alumni Association takes 
great pride in this evening, because 
it gives us an opportunity to high-
light the accomplishments of our 
graduates.
• May 15-17, the Class of 1953 is 
celebrating its golden anniversary.
• May 28, the Class of 1938 is cel-
ebrating its 65th anniversary.
• June 3, the Class of 1943 is cel-
ebrating its 60th anniversary.
• June 5, the Alumni Association 
is sponsoring a luncheon and the-
atre afternoon at Theatre-by-the-Sea 
in Matunuck.
• June 6, the Class of 1948 is cel-
ebrating its 55th anniversary with a 
reunion.
• June 11, we are hosting a lun-
cheon for Classes 1924-1935.
• June 13, the Class of 1940 will 
hold their annual luncheon. They 
have met every year since their 
golden anniversary celebration in 
1990.
For information on any event 
please call the alumni office at 
456-8086 or email us at 
alumni@ric.edu.
Nancy Hoogasian and Shana Murrell from the Alumni Association continued their 
“RIC on the Road” visits. On Friday, March 21, they had lunch with Alumni at 
Greenwich Bay Manor in East Greenwich. Sitting left to right are: Raymond Ferri 
’41, Helen Kelley Blanchard ’37 and Barbara Geoghegan Mulshenock ’41. Standing 
left to right are: Cheryl McLaughlin ’74, Natalie Cullen Howe ’24, Hoogasian, Ruth 
Doll Higson ’37 and Jane Fox Brady ’42.
‘RIC on the Road’ goes to Greenwich Bay Manor 
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Sesquicentennial Memories
38 years ago…
by Michael Smith
Assistant to the President
Academically Speaking
legendary figure in College lore, was 
one of Professor Weber’s students. 
She said of Weber, “She knew her 
math, was good to her students, 
and gave them her time and effort.”
Some of Weber’s students were 
stronger in mathematics than oth-
ers. Toward the end of her teaching 
career, one of her students recalls 
that he was asked to participate less 
in class. Weber’s signal to him to 
allow others more time to respond 
to classroom questions was “FHB,” 
for “family hold back.” That student 
was John Nazarian. More than 50 
years later, Nazarian is still part of 
the College family.
Weber’s self-sufficiency and thrift 
were well noted. She built her own 
shelves in the basement of her home 
on Pleasant Valley Parkway to hold 
the many jars of preserves that she 
put up every year.
When her house — and even her 
car — needed painting, she did it 
herself. During World War II, she 
took summer jobs at Browne & 
Sharpe, then located next to the old 
campus, working a lathe to help 
with the war effort.
Those who knew her — colleagues 
and neighbors alike — professed 
that they did not know her very 
well, as Weber was an intensely pri-
vate person. She was seldom seen 
at campus social events, and was 
seen even less often following her 
retirement in 1952, after 28 years 
of service to the College. 
On April 1, 1965, at the age of 83, 
Mary Weber passed away, but not 
before leaving behind one last, very 
unexpected gift.
At the reading of her will, the 
College was surprised to learn that 
it had been named as beneficiary 
of half her estate, valued at about 
$280,000. The other half went to 
her undergraduate institution, the 
University of Michigan.
The College’s share, after pay-
ment of debts and expenses of the 
These are some of the languages 
of the students that are in the Rhode 
Island College Office of Outreach 
Programs.
P r o j e c t 
G R A P H I C 
( G i v i n g 
Refugees a 
P r o m i s i n g 
Headstart in 
C o m p u t e r s ) 
began in 
October 1990 
and was the 
first outreach 
program on 
campus. There 
were 15 stu-
dents in that 
first class. Twelve years later, there 
are seven programs and approxi-
mately 220 students participating 
per year. Our staff has grown from 
one full-time person to four and 22 
part-time instructors. 
We struggled through many 
“lean” years to achieve what we set 
out to do. We offer newly arrived 
refugees and immigrants an envi-
ronment that will help them access 
the necessary linguistic, social 
By Karon Dionne
Director of Outreach 
Programs
estate, was $125,000.
To say the least, it was the largest 
gift the College had ever received up 
until then; the newly-created Rhode 
Island College Foundation had at 
the time just about $5,000 in its cof-
fers. Adjusting for inflation alone, 
and not reflective of endowment 
income over the years, the bequest 
would be worth $726,588 in today’s 
dollars.
As such, Ms. Weber could be con-
sidered among the College’s five 
most generous private benefactors, 
in the company of Helen Forman, 
Alan Shawn Feinstein, the 
Sapinsleys, and the Murray family. 
Reflective of her dedicated ser-
vice to the College and in respect of 
her thoughtful bequest, President 
Gaige sought to have the 13th build-
ing constructed on the Mt. Pleasant 
campus named in her honor. The 
new residence hall, appropriately 
located next to the hall named for 
her former student, Mary Tucker 
Thorp, was built to accommodate 
140 women and 40 men in 18 suites, 
comprised of 10 rooms surround-
ing a study/lounge area.
The building was the first 
designed to offer accommodations 
for male students, although in that 
era of greater social reserve, College 
officials were quick to stress that 
the facilities for men were com-
pletely separate from the women’s 
quarters. An article at the time 
noted that “an alarm system is 
attached to doors leading from the 
men’s suites to the women’s area.” 
While students had begun living 
in the new residence hall at the start 
of the 1965-66 academic year, the 
official dedication of the building 
was held on Sunday, December 12, 
1965.
The building was designed by 
Lamborghini & Pipka and con-
structed by M.G. Allen & Associates 
Builders of Warwick at a cost of 
approximately $721,000.
and economic education programs 
to teach them how to survive in 
America. We offer the unemployed/
dislocated and underemployed 
worker the opportunity to train or 
retrain in the electronic technology, 
medical, insurance and office man-
agement fields.
We will soon start a computer 
assisted foreign language program 
in Spanish, German, Russian and 
eventually Chinese. Our English as 
a Second Language class has grown 
into a Computer Assisted English 
Language Learning (CAELL) program 
with a coordinator and seven part-
time staff.
It has been nationally recognized, 
and the coordinator, Jenifer Giroux, 
is responsible for its profound suc-
cess in advancing English language 
skills for limited English students. 
We have begun evening classes four 
nights a week and Saturday morn-
ings to accommodate employed stu-
dents. 
We look forward to our first 
spring in our new home in Building 
8 on the east campus, and espe-
cially to eating our lunches on the 
picnic tables that were delivered 
one snowy afternoon in December. 
Most of our students come from 
warmer climates, so they will love 
sitting outdoors. 
For immigrants and newly arrived 
refugees, Outreach Programs is a 
safe haven for them. They bring 
their strengths to this country, and 
they share their stories and their 
lives with the faculty and staff who 
support their desire to acculturate 
and learn how to live successful 
lives in America. 
I am filled with a multitude of 
exciting, compassionate and hor-
rific stories that our students hold 
within. It saddens me to remember 
the 10 Cambodian women who 
shared their life stories with me for 
the year they were in the program. I 
journeyed with them through their 
agony as they recalled seeing their 
babies either starve to death in 
their arms or drown while they 
were forced by Pol Pot’s soldiers to 
watch, and the nightmares of see-
ing pregnant mothers cut open and 
their fetuses hung on bayonets.
These are women who some 
Americans ask, “Why don’t they 
learn English?” These women 
learned English, but only after we 
buried each baby ceremoniously 
in the Narrow River below Middle 
Bridge in Narragansett. These moth-
ers placed the spirits of their dead 
babies in little boats which they had 
made from balsa wood, decorated 
beautifully with each baby’s name 
on them, a lighted candle set inside, 
and as they watched their boat drift 
toward the open sea, they knew their 
babies were finally at rest.
And when the pain comes, they 
return to Narrow River, dip their fin-
gers, hands and arms in the water, 
and feel the spirits of their dead 
babies.  They learned English, they 
learned to drive, they got jobs, and 
they live their lives. But they still 
return to Narrow River. 
I am so very fortunate to hold 
each of these memories of Outreach 
students within my heart. If you ever 
feel the need to learn about dif-
ferent cultures, please feel free to 
stop by Outreach Programs, Building 
8, and consider talking, in English, 
with one of our students. They wel-
come the opportunity to learn about 
you.
Buenos Dias, Bom Dia, Bon Jour, Bon Giorno, Zdravstvujte, Soursdey Chumreap Suor, Guten Morgen, Hello
In each edition of What’s News at Rhode Island College during the course of the College’s Sesquicentennial observance, Michael Smith, assistant 
to the president, presents a brief glimpse of an historic College event that occurred at some point in the institution’s history corresponding to the 
publication date of that particular edition of What’s News. This is the fourth installment.
Thirty-eight years ago, the College 
lost one of its legendary faculty 
members whose memory continues 
to be honored in the name of the 
College’s second residence hall.
According to a profile published 
by the Providence Evening Bulletin in 
October 1965, 
Mary Amalia 
Weber’s life 
was strongly 
influenced by 
the prairie val-
ues of her 
c h i l d h o o d : 
s e l f - s u f f i -
ciency, thrift, 
and a great 
love for the 
land.
A native of Pana, Ill., she was 
educated at the Illinois State 
Normal University, the University 
of Montana, and received her A.B. 
from the University of Michigan. 
She conducted her graduate work 
at the University of Chicago, the 
University of Wisconsin, New York 
University, and earned her A.M. 
from Teacher’s College, Columbia 
University.   
Mary Weber began her teaching 
career at the age of 18 at elemen-
tary and secondary schools in the 
upper midwest and also taught at a 
federal school for Native American 
children in Montana.
She came to Providence in 1922 
to teach at the Wheeler School prior 
to joining the faculty of the College 
in 1924 as a professor of mathe-
matics.
Colleagues and students alike 
described her as a sincere and 
direct person with rigorous stan-
dards. Mary Tucker Thorp, another 
MICHAEL SMITH
Mary A. Weber in 1950  (from the 1951 RICOLED)
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They sang, they danced, they 
recited poetry, even kicked up a 
few martial arts moves, all with the 
cheers of their peers and the hope 
of winning a cash prize.
Twelve acts performed by stu-
dents, faculty and staff at the third 
annual RIC Talent Showcase on 
March 19 at Gaige Auditorium, 
vied for $500, $250 and $100 cash 
prizes awarded by the College’s 
Alumni Association.
The $500 first prize went to 
Brad Thompson who performed an 
original rap composition entitled, 
“School Daze” about his experi-
ences at RIC. Second place of $250 
went to David Lavallee Jr. for his 
Wushu Chinese martial arts rou-
tine. Sarah Potenza took the $100 
third prize for her original song 
“Shadow of a Doubt.”
Clutching the winning prize enve-
lope, first place winner Thompson 
thanked the judges saying, “Now I 
can buy books for next semester.”
With the tough decision of nar-
rowing down the choices to three 
winners, the nine judges  agreed 
that the talent and presentations 
displayed were extraordinary, and 
3rd annual RIC Talent Showcase features variety of performers
that all performances were worthy 
of praise. Acts were judged on stage 
presence, performance, originality 
and style.
“They were all so good. There’s 
so much talent on this campus,” 
said judge Teresa Coffman, assis-
tant professor of music, theatre, 
and dance.
Other performers included break 
dancer Keith McDonald; violinist 
Nicole Laprise; gospel singer Beverly 
Daphnis; poet Sean Shea; guitarist 
and singer Luke Buckley; singer 
Carolyn Cole; the Sizzling Soul 
Steppers; modern dancer Sara 
Farnham accompanied by bagpiper 
Mike Corrigan; and singer/guitarist, 
twin brothers Chris and Bill 
Latendresse. 
Julio Contreras of the College’s 
AV department once again served 
as producer and stage manager for 
the show. Hosts were students Josh 
Rapoza and Megan Cresci. Hosts’ 
wardrobe was provided by the SOS 
– Slightly Older Students – campus 
organization. Ice cream sundaes 
served at intermission were pro-
vided by the Student Activities orga-
nization.
Media Appreciation Night
Here’s the scoop…about 60 mem-
bers of the local media and their 
guests attended the College’s first 
Media Appreciation Night, hosted 
by the Office of News and PR, 
on Friday, March 14. They were 
treated to a dessert reception in 
the Alumni Lounge and the per-
formance of world famous mime 
Marcel Marceau.
At the reception, President John 
Nazarian invited all members of 
the media to partake in the numer-
ous upcoming events in celebration 
of the College’s Sesquicentennial 
(150th) Anniversary, starting May 9 
with a preview party of the Rhode 
Island Treasures Exhibit at the 
Rhode Island Convention Center. 
The celebration will continue until 
June 2004 with events, activities and 
performances to mark the occasion.
SIZZLING SOUL STEPPERS perform a lively dance routine that included marching, 
modern dance and precision step dancing..
THIRD PLACE WINNER Sara Potenza plays acoustic 
guitar and sings “Shadow of a Doubt.”
FIRST PLACE WINNER Brad Thompson performs 
“School Daze,” an original rap song about RIC.
SECOND PLACE WINNER David Lavallee Jr. 
performs “Wushu,” a Chinese martial arts 
routine.
SMILE: Bea Tempkin of Rhode Island Monthly 
Communications has her photo taken with RIC president 
John Nazarian.
INSIDE JOKE: Pam Thomas, Providence Journal 
Lifestyles editor, and Beacon Communications' 
Don Fowler don't seem to be talking shop.
John Custer, director of the John Nazarian Center 
for the Performing Arts, chats with Benita Rose-
Monteiro of NBC-10.
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Fulfilling dreams: Study Abroad programs enrich 
learning…and life
What Is the Study Abroad 
Program?
The Study Abroad Program is one 
of Rhode Island College’s unher-
alded treasures. It is the means by 
which a student may take a sum-
mer, a semester or a year to study 
in another country, travel and 
earn credit towards a baccalau-
reate degree. Although students 
might take courses required for 
their majors (in order to enrich 
and gain alternative perspectives 
on their chosen disciplines), the 
experience offers them the chance 
to experience something outside 
their principal field of study, sim-
ply because it interests or chal-
lenges them. Many students return 
with a passion for a for-
eign language or a 
deeper concern 
for inter-
national relations. 
Most RIC degree programs 
offer opportu- nities to students 
to enrich their core or required 
classes with cognates and free elec-
tives. Just because one is a business 
major does not preclude studying 
painting in Florence during a spring 
semester — for academic elective 
credit.
Most colleges offer similar pro-
grams to students, but RIC gener-
ally beats them on choice, quality 
and cost. Because RIC sends only 
50-75 students overseas each year, 
we are able to tailor their experi-
ence to their particular needs and 
interests. We conduct interviews 
with each applicant and find a 
country, culture, university, lan-
guage of instruction and academic 
program that directly link to their 
major field of study and proposed 
career trajectory.
For many of our students, gain-
ing fluency in a second language 
is a primary goal. Total language 
immersion courses in Spanish-
speaking countries have become 
increasingly popular. Olga Juzyn, 
RIC’s chair of modern languages, 
offers a quality, affordable, pro-
gram in Mexico during the winter 
break and the summer session. 
We have sent dozens of students 
to the Dominican Republic, Puerto 
Rico, Spain and several Central and 
South American countries, primar-
ily for language acquisition. I have 
received numerous emails from 
students who have climbed moun-
tains, trekked backwater trails, 
sailed fresh-water lakes, toured 
ancient monasteries, and made 
photographic portfolios of ancient 
architecture in more countries than 
I can count.   
All academic credit earned by RIC 
students overseas is pre-approved 
by the director of Study Abroad 
Programs and relevant department 
chairs. Therefore, it is easily trans-
ferable to degree programs. The 
by Mark T. Motte
Director of Study Abroad Programs
Study Abroad Office provides advice 
on appropriate destinations and 
how to locate a quality program 
at reasonable cost. In seven years 
at this job, I have never found a 
student who could not be placed 
because of cost constraints. 
Pre-program planning is essential 
to a rewarding study abroad expe-
rience. Not everyone has a clear 
idea of where to travel or what 
to study when they get there. The 
Study Abroad Office can help stu-
dents to set priorities, build on their 
academic strengths, enrich their 
current degree program, and tailor 
an experience that will meet their 
needs and fit their budgets. We 
support them through their own 
research process to identify the pro-
gram that is just right, then assist 
them in negotiating the bureaucratic 
labyrinths—passports, visas, pro-
gram applications, course authoriza-
tions, budgets, travel arrange-
ments—that are a necessary 
part of the adventure, so 
that once the plane leaves 
the ground, everything 
that follows proceeds 
smoothly.
Why Study Abroad… 
and Who Studies Abroad 
Anyway?
One reason to 
study abroad is to 
embrace the unfa-
miliar. In so doing, 
you discover qual-
i t i es and abilities that you 
never knew you had. Students 
learn as much about themselves 
as the culture in which they 
become immersed. Among our stu-
dents’ most popular destinations 
are Dublin, London and Sydney. 
Whatever the destination, one’s 
body of knowledge grows and one’s 
personal world-view is enriched.
As RIC students share their edu-
cational and cultural backgrounds 
with new friends in their chosen 
“host” countries, they find a greater 
depth of understanding about the 
United States and their own place 
in the world. Educational travel 
must begin as a journey of self-dis-
covery and self-motivated research 
as much as a discovery of foreign 
lands. In order to do justice to our-
selves and others in an increasingly 
complex and globally inter-depen-
dent society, RIC students express a 
desire to cultivate an understanding 
of the world, and how the United 
States fits into that world. For all 
that we learn in the lecture hall, we 
need to reach out—perhaps today 
more than at any time in history—
and experience directly the shifting 
political, economic, educational, 
social and cultural landscapes of 
our planet.
So, who studies abroad? Anyone 
with a desire to and who is willing to 
put in the time to avail themselves 
to the program and RIC’s greatest 
resource: its faculty. Our students 
put together rewarding programs of 
study and educational travel experi-
ences. Most overseas programs have 
fair GPA requirements or special 
prerequisite subjects to take. There 
is a wide range of program choices, 
offered by nonprofit educational 
consortia, U.S. institutions of higher 
education, government agencies, 
and individual foreign universities. 
Students from every department, 
major and program and from every 
year of the undergraduate experi-
ence, study abroad.  The traditional 
notion of the “junior year abroad” 
has faded to such an extent that 
students today travel at the stage 
of their studies that best fits their 
needs. The Study Abroad Office will 
help students every step of the way. 
We have a fine resource library on 
campus, the web hosts sites for well 
over 1,000 study abroad programs 
around the world, and our own fac-
ulty, staff and administrators are 
eager to talk about where they have 
been and share their insights with 
students.  
In addition to the multitude of 
programs offered through outside 
organizations, RIC is directly affili-
ated with several overseas institu-
tions. Among them, we have ties in 
the United Kingdom with the South 
Bank University in London and the 
aforementioned language institute 
in southern Mexico. The College also 
participates in the New England/
Quebec College Exchange Program, 
through which a RIC student may 
attend any member university in 
the Province of Quebec, while pay-
ing no more than their RIC tuition. 
Through our exchange program with 
St. Martin’s College in Lancaster, 
England, coordinated by Ezra 
Stieglitz in the elementary education 
department, it is possible for edu-
cation students to take approved 
classes and student teach in the 
United Kingdom.
The Financial Cost
of Studying Abroad
Once a student has decided to 
study abroad, the first order of busi-
ness is figuring out how to make the 
dream a financial reality. Obviously, 
the cost of each student’s individu-
alized plan will be determined by 
length of stay, destination, program 
fees, course of study and so forth. 
Reality sets in when a student real-
izes that a “dream program” costs 
$15,000 for one semester. Our job 
is to find them something that fills 
most of their needs, at a more man-
ageable cost. Offering choices is one 
way to accomplish this. Rather than 
blowing a student’s entire savings, 
grandma’s rainy day bonds, and the 
year’s financial aid allocation on 
one semester, we attempt to find 
each student’s priorities, then cal-
ibrate the program of study so 
that those priorities are addressed. 
Student financial aid can be used to 
make studying abroad more realis-
tic for most.
As long as students join an accred-
ited overseas program, study full-
time, and have their courses pre-
approved for transfer back into 
their RIC degree, most financial aid 
is “portable” for studying abroad. 
The resident expert on campus in 
this regard is Janet O’Connor, asso-
ciate director of student financial 
aid, who has worked with hundreds 
of students to help them realize 
their study abroad goals without 
breaking the bank. 
Many students find they can 
obtain loans or grants, even if they 
are not currently receiving finan-
cial aid. The maximum amount is 
approximately $5,500 a year for a 
dependent student. An indepen-
dent student may be eligible for up 
to $10,500 a year.  Many federal 
grant programs can also be applied 
towards study abroad. We always 
remind students that if they are out 
of the country for just one semester 
or the summer, there is still the rest 
of the year at Rhode Island College 
to consider. 
Private scholarships are also 
a resource, though sometimes
underused. RIC students are for-
tunate to be the beneficiaries of 
a Study Abroad Fund established 
by Professor Emeritus Ridgway F. 
Shinn and his wife, Rissie. Held 
in perpetuity by the Rhode Island 
College Foundation, the Ridgway F. 
Shinn Jr. Study Abroad Fund pro-
vides competitive scholarships for 
one to four students each year, 
solely for the purpose of studying 
abroad. Students must submit an 
application, along with an essay 
and letters of recommendation in 
January. Cash awards are announced 
in February. This private scholar-
ship is available only to RIC stu-
dents. 
Students can find out more about 
this special fund, and all aspects 
of studying abroad through by con-
tacting the Study Abroad Office at 
456-8378 or mmotte@ric.edu.
The London Course
Earn college credit while discovering
another culture at an affordable price!
This summer, study and travel in England and Europe by taking The 
London Course 2003.
Through a joint effort with Rhode Island College and the South Bank 
University, RIC students will have the opportunity to take a political sci-
ence course in London this summer, and explore the history, culture and 
traditions of this part of the world.
The first part of the course begins at RIC with Political Science 444, 
taught by Dean Richard Weiner from May 19-June 27.
The session continues in London from July 7-26 with Political Science 
445, taught by Mark Motte, associate professor of geography. 
As part of the course, you will also explore: politics, government and 
society; British and European cultural studies; urban geography and city 
planning; visual and performing arts; weekend in Paris; walking tours of 
the city and seminars and guided field trips.
Call them at 456-8106 (Weiner) or 401-456-8378 (Motte) for more 
information.
Professor Mark Motte takes RIC stu-
dents punting on the River Cam in 
Cambridge, England during a recent 
London Course.
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“On the eve of our 
Sesquicentennial, we reflect on the 
thousands of students who have had 
the chance to obtain a college educa-
tion, and who are now an important 
part of every corner of the state,” 
added Brown.
RIC will also be recognized as 
the former site of one of the first 
orphanages in the country through a 
collection of objects and documents 
from the State Home and School for 
Children. 
Faculty from the Feinstein School of 
Education and Human Development 
will prepare a learning guide for 
students and teachers visiting the 
exhibit to assist with facts and 
descriptions of all they will see. 
Staging and theatrical portrayals of 
some of the state’s most prominent 
historical figures, including Moses 
Brown, Sisseretta Jones, Elizabeth 
Buffum Chace and, of course, Roger 
Williams, will come alive again, cour-
tesy of the Music, Theatre, and Dance 
department.
“It’s hard to believe that Rhode 
Island Treasures was just a big 
idea 18 months ago and now it is 
fast tracking to reality,” said John 
Palumbo, chairman of the Rhode 
Island Treasures project.  
Rhode Island Treasures is the first 
exhibit of its kind. The 238 x 116 foot 
maze-like display will be arranged 
in 12 themed 
sections, trac-
ing the state’s 
earliest fossil, 
to the first 
human inhabit-
ants, through 
colonization 
to current day 
memorabilia.
“ W h e n 
A m e r i c a ’ s 
Smithsonian 
( t r a v e l i n g 
exhibit) came 
to Providence 
a few years 
ago, it was an 
instant hit, 
a t t r a c t i n g 
more than 
285,000 peo-
ple in 30 
days,” said 
G e o r g e 
Donnelly, exec-
utive director 
of the Providence Tourism Council 
and organizer of Rhode Island 
Treasures. “That exhibit demon-
strated that people of Rhode Island 
have a passion for history. We’ve 
dusted off that model to create 
Rhode Island Treasures.” 
The 12 themes of the display 
are Independent Spirit, National 
Archives, Fight 
For Freedom, 
War Memorial, 
Architecture, 
Industry and 
Technology, 
Legacy at Sea, 
Amusement, 
Did You 
K n o w … ? , 
M u s i c , 
Literature, and 
Artists.
Everything 
from a tele-
gram from 
A b r a h a m 
Lincoln to the 
governor of 
Rhode Island 
r e q u e s t i n g 
more troops 
for the Civil 
War, to the 
origins of Mr. 
Potato Head, 
will be on hand 
for viewing.  
It has been said that Rhode Island 
is where America’s industrial revo-
lution began.  Machinery and sam-
ples of the state’s jewelry and textile 
industries will work once again. 
Artwork from 10 of Rhode Island’s 
most noted artists will be displayed, 
including a self-portrait of Gilbert 
Stuart.  
Visitors will learn how Sisseretta 
Jones, a black 
opera singer 
from 19th-
c e n t u r y 
P r o v i d e n c e , 
came to sing 
before kings, 
queens and 
three U.S. pres-
idents, and that 
the “Battle 
Hymn of the 
Republic” was 
written by a 
Rhode Islander.   
Pieces from the recently torn 
down Warwick Musical Theatre and 
Crescent Park and Rocky Point 
amusement parks will be shown. 
And little known facts about the 
state, such as the fact that the 
patches for the space suits worn by 
the Apollo astronauts were made 
in Coventry or that sideburns were 
named after a Rhode Island general 
in the Civil War, will be included in 
the Did You Know…? section.
Documents and artifacts have been 
CLASS PHOTO: RIC's 1918 graduating class poses for a group photo.
Sisseretta Jones
(Photo supplied)
provided by more than 30 historical 
societies, museums, private collec-
tors and government archives.
“As a result of the project, thou-
sands of Rhode Islanders will get 
a glimpse of their history whether 
from the state archives or the his-
torical organizations across the 
state. Through 
the combined 
efforts of all 
of our 
sponsors, par-
ticularly Rhode 
Island College, 
they will learn 
about their 
heritage from 
the earliest 
pre-colonial 
times to more 
recent events 
such as our significant role in 
the Industrial Revolution,” Palumbo 
said.
Rhode Island Treasures exhibit will 
run from May 10 through June 15. 
Admission is $9 for adults; $7 for 
seniors, $5 for children. Group rates 
and advance tickets are available.
But the experience of traveling 
through time has no price tag.
More information on the Rhode 
Island Treasures exhibit can be 
found on its website at 
www.rhodeislandtreasures.com.
The Upward Bound Program at 
Rhode Island College is seeking 
applications from qualified individ-
uals to work with college-bound stu-
dents who will enter their sopho-
more, junior or senior year in high 
school in the fall.
Teachers, a resident manager and 
residential tutor counselors are 
being sought now for the program’s 
38th summer component.
Teachers with a bachelors degree 
in the relevant areas (masters degree 
preferred) are being sought for 
English literature and writing, lan-
guage arts and reading,  mathemat-
ics, science and introduction to for-
eign languages. At least three cur-
rent years teaching experience with 
similar populations is preferred.
Classes start Monday, June 23, 
and end Friday, August 1; however, 
instructors should be available for 
pre-summer planning and orienta-
tion meetings.
Students in the program come 
from the six Upward Bound target 
Upward Bound seeking summer 
employment applications
schools: Central Falls, East 
Providence, Shea, Central, Hope and 
Mount Pleasant.
The major goal of Upward Bound 
is to help generate in these selected 
low-income, potential first-genera-
tion college students the skills and 
motivation necessary to complete 
high school and subsequently grad-
uate from a four-year college.
The summer academic/residential 
component is in addition to the aca-
demic program conducted through-
out the school year.
The resident manager will train 
and supervise a group of residen-
tial tutor counselors, among other 
duties.
The residential tutor counselors 
will reside with and directly super-
vise a group of students and tutor 
them. Recent college graduates are 
encouraged to apply.
Applications must be received by 
Tuesday, April 8. For application, 
contact the Upward Bound office at 
401-456-8081.
I N D I A N 
ARTIFACT: A 
N a r r a g a n s e t t 
Native American 
pot found in a 
rock shelter in 
western Rhode 
Island and part 
of the Mitchell 
Collection of 
Rhode Island 
College. The pot, 
possibly 3,000 
years old, will be 
part of the Rhode 
Island Treasures 
exhibit to be held 
at the Rhode 
Island Convention 
Center May 10 
through June 15.
Roger Williams' compass
(Photo supplied)
RI Treasures
Continued from page 1
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Sports
Sports Events
The Health and Physical Education 
Department Conference Room in The 
Murray Center at Rhode Island College 
will be dedicated to the memory of the 
late Nelson F. “Tim” Wood, a former 
department chair for almost 12 years, 
in ceremonies Friday, April 25, begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m. in The Murray Center 
foyer.
Wood, formerly of Sharon, Mass., 
died Jan. 7, 2002, at age 70. He had 
retired in June of 1992 after having 
served on the faculty for 23 years. He 
was subsequently named associate pro-
fessor emeritus.
“He was not only a faculty member 
and a good teacher, he was a leader,” 
said Bennett J. Lombardo, professor of 
health and physical education and cur-
Baseball
March 31  Anna Maria     3 p.m.
April 3  at Salem State    3 p.m.
April 5  at Southern Maine * (DH)  Noon
April 7  Bridgewater State   3 p.m.
April 8  Becker     3 p.m.
April 10 at UMass-Dartmouth *  3:30 p.m.
April 12 at Western Connecticut * (DH) Noon
April 13 St. Michael’s (DH)   Noon
April 15 UMass-Dartmouth *   3:30 p.m.
April 16 at Roger Williams   3:30 p.m.
April 18 Wentworth    3:30 p.m.
April 19 Eastern Connecticut * (DH)  Noon
Softball
April 1  Babson (DH)    3:30 p.m.
April 2  at Worcester State (DH)  3 p.m.
April 5  at Keene State * (DH)   1 p.m.
April 10 at Gordon (DH)   3:30 p.m.
April 12 at UMass-Boston * (DH)  1 p.m.
April 15 UMass-Dartmouth * (DH)  3:30 p.m.
April 19 Plymouth State * (DH)   1:00 p.m.
Women’s Lacrosse
March 31 Nichols    4 p.m.
April 3  New Haven    4 p.m. 
April 5  at Emerson (played at MIT)  1 p.m. 
April 8  UMass-Dartmouth *   4 p.m.
April 10 Elms      4 p.m.
April 12 at Keene State *   1 p.m.  
April 17 Southern Maine *   3:30 p.m.
April 19 at Plymouth State *   1 p.m. 
April 21 Salem State    4 p.m.
Men’s Tennis
April   1 at Bridgewater State    3:30 p.m.
April   3 Roger Williams    3:30 p.m.
April   5 at UMass-Boston *    1 p.m.
April   7 Wheaton    4 p.m.
April   9 at Nichols    3:30 p.m.
April 12 Southern Maine *   1 p.m.
April 14 Johnson & Wales    3:30 p.m.
April 16 at Western Connecticut  *   3:30 p.m.
April 19 at UMass-Dartmouth*   1 p.m.
Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track & Field
April 5  Rhode Island College Invitational 11 a.m.
April 12 at Bridgewater State Invitational  11 a.m.
April 19 at Northeastern Invitational   10 a.m.
April 26 Alliance Championships  11 a.m.
Men’s Golf
March 26 Worcester State & WPI   Noon
April 2  Nichols & Anna Maria   Noon
April 4  at Newbury    Noon
April 8  Wentworth    Noon
* Little East Conference game
The Murray Center on the Rhode 
Island College campus will be the 
new site for the seventh annual 
Sports and Celebrity Memorabilia 
Auction.
The auction will 
be held Wednesday, 
May 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
The proceeds from 
the auction will go 
towards supporting 
programs for RIC stu-
dent-athletes, partic-
ularly those involv-
ing academic support and life skills 
programming.
In addition to hundreds of sports 
and celebrity memorabilia items, 
there are golf days and trips to 
various sporting events around the 
country. 
Other highlights 
include refreshments 
and a free gift for all 
in attendance.
Tickets are $10 and 
will be available at 
the door. Tickets can 
be purchased in 
advance by contact-
ing the RIC athletic department at 
(401) 456-8007.
Senior Mike Riley closed out 
his collegiate wrestling career at 
the NCAA Division III National 
Championships, hosted by Ohio 
Northern University, on March 7-8.
Riley drew a tough opponent in 
the first round, facing third-seeded 
Ozzie Saxon from Wartburg, and 
falling 11-3. His next match was 
against sixth-seeded Barry Wise 
from Delaware Valley, losing by 
fall at 3:46. Riley was leading the 
match 10-8 and posted a near-fall, 
but Wise made a quick move to 
gain the pin and eliminated Riley 
Men’s Basketball: J.O. White
Women’s Basketball:
Angela Sarette
Wrestling: Mike Riley
Women’s Gymnastics:
Ashley O’Blenis
Three RIC gymnasts qualify 
for NCGA Championships
Murray Center room to be dedicated 
to the late Nelson ‘Tim’ Wood
rent department 
chair.
A circle of 
Wood’s former 
friends and col-
leagues have 
worked with 
Marguerite Brown, 
vice president for 
development and 
college relations, 
and others to bring 
about the dedica-
tion, said 
Lombardo.
The dedication is open to all mem-
bers of the College community. For 
more information, call Lombardo at 
401-456-9688.
2002-03 Winter MVPs named
Men’s Indoor Track and Field: 
Manny Karngar
Women’s Indoor Track and Field: 
Dana Skorupa
Cheerleading: Kristen Ferreira
Three Rhode Island College gymnasts have qualified for the 2003 National Collegiate 
Gymnastics Association (NCGA) 
Championships, 
hosted by the 
University of 
Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire on Friday 
and Saturday, 
March 28-29.
S o p h o m o r e 
Ashley O’Blenis 
qualified as a 
floor specialist. 
This is O’Blenis’ 
first trip to the National 
Championships. She is averaging 
scores of 9.017 on vault, 8.906 on 
bars, 8.764 on beam, 9.431 on floor 
and 36.117 in the all-around. 
Sophomore Caren Normandin 
qualified as an all-around specialist. 
Normandin placed fifth in the all-
around with a season-high mark of 
36.850 at the NCGA Championships. 
This will be Normandin’s second trip 
to the National Championships. She 
is averaging scores of 9.156 on 
vault, 8.728 on bars, 9.222 on beam, 
9.069 on floor and 36.175 in the all-
around.
Senior Shannon Hughey qualified 
as a vault and bars specialist, but 
dual elbow injuries suffered in prac-
tice may prevent her from competing 
for a third straight season. Hughey 
broke her own school record on bars 
at the ECAC Championships, placing 
first overall with a score of 9.650. 
Hughey is averaging scores of 9.050 
on vault, 9.150 on bars, 7.738 on 
beam, 9.236 on floor and 34.996 in 
the all-around.
Riley ends career at NCAA Championships
from the tournament. Both Saxon 
and Wise went on to earn All-
American status, placing second 
and third respectively.
Riley had an outstanding senior 
season in 2002-03, becoming the 
New England Champion at 133 lbs. 
at the NECCWA Championships. It 
was Riley’s first New England title 
and his third consecutive season 
earning All-New England honors. 
For his career, he posted a 79-16 
record with 332 points, 294 take-
downs, 20 reversals, 106 escapes, 
51 near-falls and six pins.
Sports auction May 7
ASHLEY O'BLENIS
CAREN NORMANDIN
SHANNON HUGHEY
TIM WOOD
(File Photo)
See photo on page 12
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Arts & Entertainment
The preeminent jazz string 
ensemble, String Trio of New York, 
will perform Wednesday, April 9, 
at 1 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the 
Nazarian Center for the Performing 
Arts as part of the Rhode Island 
College Chamber Music Series.
They will announce from the 
stage the selections to be played 
from their current repertoire, 
which includes Ellington’s “Heaven,” 
Monk’s “Ruby, My Dear” and Mingus’ 
“Nostalgia in Times Square.”
The recital is free and open to the 
public.
“No individual or ensemble has 
done more to demystify chamber 
jazz, and to realize its potential for 
warmth, sensuousness and beau-
ty…than the String Trio of New 
York,” said the Jazz Times.
The trio, comprised of James 
Emery on guitar, John Lindberg on 
bass and Rob Thomas on violin, 
was formed in 1977.
Fifth graders at the Henry Barnard School performed the play The Loom and the Lash for 
parents, faculty, and students on 
March 14 at Gaige Auditorium. The 
historically based play was written 
and directed by HBS associate pro-
fessor Sharon Fennessey as part of 
an integrated curriculum that she 
teaches in her class.
Through the integrated curricu-
lum, students learn speaking, read-
ing, writing and listening skills 
while gaining an appreciation for 
the arts through music, song and 
dance.  
Fennessey wrote the play when 
she learned that the Rodman Mill 
in North Kingstown was a promi-
nent manufacturer of “negro cloth,” 
a generic name for a coarse mixed 
cotton and woolen material pro-
duced exclusively to clothe slaves 
working on plantations during the 
Civil War.
“I was inspired by Rhode Island’s 
String Trio of N.Y. in Chamber Series April 9
Initially conceived as a compos-
ers’ collective, the trio has grown 
in scope and now features a reper-
toire of over 60 stylistically diverse 
works made up of originals by 
the members, works commissioned 
from composers, and arrangements 
of classics by Ellington, Mingus, 
Monk, Parker, Powell, Shorter and 
others.
Its international jazz festival 
appearances include those in Berlin, 
Paris, Vancouver, Toronto, Zurich 
and Warsaw. In the U.S., the trio 
has appeared at major performing 
arts venues, including those at the 
Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center’s 
Great Performers Series and the 
Ravinia, Mellon and Newport Jazz 
festivals, among many others.
The trio has made 14 critically 
acclaimed recordings.
For more information, call John 
Pellegrino, series coordinator, at 
401-456-9883.
Chamber 
Orchestra to 
perform April 6
Rhode Island College Chamber 
Orchestra, conducted by John 
Sumerlin, will play Symphony No. 
10 in B Minor by Felix Mendelssohn 
in its Sunday, April 6, concert start-
ing at 7:30 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall 
in the Nazarian Center for the 
Performing Arts.
Also on the program will be selec-
tions played by smaller chamber 
groups of winds, brass and strings.
It is free and open to the public.
STRING TRIO OF NEW YORK
HBS prof combines history and drama in The 
Loom and the Lash
By David Cranshaw
News and Public Relations Intern
history and the connection Rhode 
Island had to the south in pre-Civil 
War time,” said Fennessey. 
Fennessey said that there was 
a disagreement among the family 
owning the mill over the issue of 
slavery. As a playwright, she had 
the conflict and the drama needed 
to produce a play.      
The play was set in the 1850s in 
Rhode Island and South Carolina 
and followed the conflicts of 
the Richmond family of North 
Kingstown. 
Student Alex Stein played Robert 
Richmond, a manufacturer of negro 
cloth. Robert’s daughter Emily, 
played by Sarah Burke, secretly 
attended abolitionist meetings.  
Emily’s strong feelings against 
slavery came from her efforts to help 
her family’s housemaid, Hannah, 
played by Liliana Eaves, to arrange 
the escape of Hannah’s husband, 
Joseph, played by Shomari Woods, 
from a plantation in the south. 
Unknowingly, Robert attacks his 
own daughter with other anti-aboli-
tionists.  
 “This play may be relevant today 
with possible danger in our country 
and families divided over the issues. 
The message of the play is this divi-
sion amongst families and the coun-
try is something we want to try and 
avoid at all costs,” Fennessey said.
Fennessey said that stories such 
as this one give students a clearer 
understanding of abolitionism, slav-
ery and other issues that led to the 
outbreak of the Civil War. 
Fennessey has been writing plays 
for her classes since she came to 
HBS 13 years ago. Four of her 
plays have been published includ-
ing The Loom and the Lash; Road 
to Freedom, a play about Sojourner 
Truth; His Name was Martin, a work 
on Martin Luther King; and A Matter 
of Justice, a piece written about John 
Adams.
An accomplished author, 
Fennessey has written a book based 
on her integrated curriculum proj-
ect entitled History in the Spotlight, 
focusing on using drama to teach 
subject matter. She also advises lan-
guage arts teachers on the inclusion 
of drama as part of the everyday 
curriculum.  
CASTING CALL: Fifth grade cast of The Loom and the Lash at Henry Barnard School pose for a cast photo before the March 
14 performance.
April 3 — Jazz Poetry Reading with RI poet 
laureate Michael S. Harper. Forman Center, 
Classroom C, 8 p.m.
April 8 — Jazz Cabaret featuring RIC Student 
Combo under the direction of Greg Abate, 
and The Narragansett Brass Quintet. Forman 
Theatre, 8 p.m.
April 9 — High School Hop Night with the 
Cranston High East Jazz Ensemble; Scituate 
High Jazz Ensemble; Barrington High Jazz 
Ensemble. Sapinsley Hall, 8 p.m.
April 16 — College Cool Hip Night with 
the CCRI Jazz Ensemble; URI Jazz Ensemble; 
RIC Jazz Ensemble; Brown University Jazz 
Ensemble. Sapinsley Hall, 8 p.m.
April 17 — Club Night with the Greg Abate 
Quartet, Robert “Buzz” Buzzerio Quartet and 
the Duke Belaire Big Band. Sapinsley Hall, 
8 p.m.
April 29 — Master Class: Dance Composition 
with instructor Susan Leigh Foster. Melcer 
Studio, Nazarian Center, 4:30-6 p.m. Call 
401-456-9791 for details.
Lecture: “Improvising Choreography.” 
President’s Dining Room, Donovan Dining 
Center, 7 p.m.
Call 401-456-8144 for ticket information.
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Matinee April 
12 benefits 
Shinn Fund
Tickets ordered through the Rhode Island 
College Foundation for the Saturday, April 
12, 2 o’clock matinee of How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying, the end-
of-season musical by RIC Theatre, will ben-
efit the Ridgway F. Shinn Jr. Study Abroad 
Fund.
The tickets are $30 and entitle the hold-
ers to the performance and buffet reception 
afterward in the Helen Forman Theatre in 
the Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts 
at which winners of this year’s Shinn awards 
will be announced.
Those who made contributions or pur-
chased matinee tickets by April 4 are eli-
gible to win a weekend in the Berkshires in 
a luxury condo with dinner for two in the 
Lenox House, and two tickets to the Norman 
Rockwell Museum. The drawing will take 
place at the reception.
To get matinee tickets that will benefit 
the Shinn Fund, write or call the RIC 
Development Office, 600 Mt. Pleasant 
Ave., Providence, RI 02908. Telephone: 
401-456-8087. Checks should be made pay-
able to the RIC Foundation — Study Abroad 
Fund.
The Shinn Fund, held within the RIC 
Foundation, provides income to support 
undergraduate students in planned study 
outside the United States.
Established in the 1987-88 academic year 
by Professor Shinn through the support of 
many of his friends, colleagues and former 
students, the fund enables deserving stu-
dents to experience living and studying in 
another culture.
Any undergraduate with one year of full-
time study at RIC and in good academic 
standing in any field of study is eligible to 
apply. Grants are for a minimum of three 
months and a maximum of 24 months, and 
are of variable amounts.
As its traditional end-of-sea-son musical, Rhode Island College Theatre will present 
one of the most delightfully irrev-
erent musicals of all time — How 
to Succeed 
in Business 
W i t h o u t 
R e a l l y 
Trying — 
A p r i l 
10-April 13 
in The 
Auditorium 
in Roberts 
Hall in eve-
ning and 
matinee per-
formances.
From the 
authors of 
Guys and Dolls comes a satire 
of big business and all it holds 
sacred.
This hit musical follows the rise 
of J. Pierpont Finch, who uses a 
little handbook called “How to 
Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying” to climb the corporate lad-
der from lowly window washer to 
high-powered executive.
From the first coffee break to the 
last elevator load on Friday night, 
office life is 
never the same 
once Finch set-
tles in for the 
trip to the top.
At the begin-
ning of its 
th r ee - and - a -
half year run 
on Broadway, 
1961-1965, it 
copped every 
award in sight 
— the Pulitzer 
Prize, the New 
York Drama 
Critics Circle 
Award and the 
Tony Award.
With a brim-
ful bag of songs 
by Frank 
Loesser, How to 
Succeed has a 
sly libretto by 
Abe Burrows 
that fits its 
satiric title. 
It is based on 
the best-selling, 
satirical “guide-
book” for cor-
porate success 
by Shepherd 
Mead and has a 
ring of authen-
ticity that came 
from Mead’s 
inside knowl-
edge of “office-
manship” as 
vice president 
of a major ad 
agency when he 
penned his sat-
ire.
The show is a 
song-and-dance 
spoof on mon-
eymaking and 
lovemaking in 
the labyrinthine 
headquarters 
of a big cor-
poration in a 
50-story, glass-case New York office 
building.
RIC Theatre presents —
‘How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying’ 
April 10-13
Its hero, to be played by RIC 
sophomore James Lamberti, is a 
young fellow named Finch, a mas-
ter of the double cross, determined 
to pyramid one promotion atop 
another. He 
starts at the 
bottom of 
the ladder, 
but he 
wastes no 
time on 
thrift, hard 
work, reli-
ability or any 
of the other 
Alger-book 
virtues. He 
really does 
try hard to 
succeed — 
by guile, deceit and stepping on the 
necks of his fellow employees.
  Michael J. DiMascolo as J. B. 
Biggley will be seen as the CEO 
of the business, called World Wide 
Wickets, whom Finch schemes to 
impress. Sophomore Carolyn Cole 
plays Rosemary Pilkington, the 
pretty secretary who knows exactly 
what a conniver Finch is, and loves 
him for it.
Other leading roles in the 
28-member cast 
will be played 
by sophomore 
Matthew Furtado 
as Bud Frump, 
the company 
president’s inept 
nephew, and 
senior Nicole 
Gemma as Hedy 
LaRue, the most 
beautiful and 
dumbest girl in 
the stenogra-
pher’s pool, 
whom Finch 
finds useful in 
his strategies.
Bill Wilson will 
direct the RIC 
production.
The New York 
Times said of 
How to Succeed 
in Business 
Without Really 
Trying: “Stings 
mischievously 
and laughs 
uproariously. It 
belongs to the 
blue chips 
among modern 
musicals.”
Performances 
are at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, 
April 10, 11 and 
12, and 2 p.m. 
on April 12 and 
13.
Reserved seat 
tickets are $18 
with discounts 
for seniors and 
students and can 
be purchased in 
advance via VISA 
or Mastercard by 
c a l l i n g 
401-456-8144 
weekdays or in-
person at the 
Roberts Hall box 
office, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. weekdays and until the time 
of the show on performance days.
Around the time of the new millen-
nium, Bill Wilson, RIC’s director of musi-
cal theatre, surfed the web to find the 
50 greatest musicals of all time to help 
him select the College’s spring musical 
productions. On that list was How To 
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, 
set to run at the College from April 10-13. 
Wilson describes it as an old-fashioned 
book musical, written in 1961, and a great 
show to stage. 
Now in rehearsals, the challenge that 
Wilson faces in directing any student 
musical production is finding one that 
matches the abilities of the students to 
give them a well-rounded theatrical expe-
rience.
“This is a college and we’re here to 
learn,” Wilson tells aspiring actors. “Enjoy 
the experience and the process.”
Wilson begins the process with an open 
casting call inviting all undergraduate stu-
dents with at least six credit hours to audi-
tion for a role. For How To Succeed…, 
students were required to perform a 
Broadway show tune of their choice, and 
to tell a joke. Fifty-five students turned 
out for a cast of 28. Wilson says that is a 
“decent tryout.” Callbacks were sched-
uled for the next night. 
“Sometimes I can decide on a cast from 
the first audition, but most often, I have 
call backs,” he said. After the call backs, 
Wilson said he and the musical director 
“seclude themselves” and decide on a 
cast. Musical director for this show is Tim 
Robertson, a veteran of RIC productions.
“We have very talented students here. It 
is particularly difficult to decide on a cast 
when there are a number of roles that two 
or three students can fill,” Wilson said.
Then comes the rehearsal process. 
Reading through the script, repeatedly. 
Presenting the concept he envisions for 
the show, the desired acting style, the 
approach. Stage each scene, one at a time. 
Develop the dance routines, especially 
the more difficult ones that will take some 
time.
“The best way to learn how to be in a 
musical is to be in the chorus,” Wilson 
said. “They are the (performers) on stage 
How to make a musical 
by really trying
most of the time, have the most dance 
numbers, and see every part of the pro-
duction.”
Though he is the director, Wilson 
expects students to come with ideas on 
character interpretation, dance steps and 
props. He says that collaboration is what 
will produce the best end result since 
most music, theatre and dance students 
are used to being improvisational.
“Creating a role, whether it’s a leading 
one or one with no lines whatsoever, is 
still the same process. It is live human 
beings on stage,” Wilson said.
What do students eager to perform 
expect from Wilson? To be organized, 
prepared and committed to the produc-
tion, he said. “The calmer I am, the calmer 
the students will be, and the smoother it 
will go.”
Wilson says that in a musical, most of 
the time is spent on dance numbers. Every 
step a dancer makes has to be matched to 
a beat in the music. Unlike a song where 
notes are written on a music sheet or a 
script with words on a page, dance steps 
have to be created.
Wilson himself began dancing at about 
age 5 after seeing his sister’s dance recital. 
He said that as a shy, quiet child, dancing 
really made him “open up.” From that 
point on, he staged musicals at home 
and was encouraged by his parents to see 
musicals performed on stage. 
When asked what his favorite musical 
was, he could not pick one because there 
are things about all of them that he likes. 
And his favorite musicals to direct are 
the ones that are not often done, such as 
Candide or The Most Happy Fella.
“Theatre is how we know we are 
human, how we share our lives with oth-
ers, how we teach. We tell stories. Even 
the cavemen with no language skills acted 
out what they saw. And still today, people 
are going to see plays like Oedipus Rex to 
see how people lived in ancient times,” 
he said.
For Wilson, theatre is a way to enrich a 
person’s life, no matter where you see it 
performed. For his students, it is an expe-
rience they won’t soon forget.
MORE! GIVE ME MORE! Associate professor of theatre William “Bill” Wilson (left) 
directs Nicole Gemma and Michael DiMascolo in a scene from the upcoming RIC 
production of How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.  
Page 12– What’s News, Monday, March 31, 2003
BLACK GREEN
What's News 
at Rhode Island College
Editor: Jane E. Fusco
Associate Editor: George LaTour
Information Aide: 
Pauline McCartney
Photographer: Gordon E. Rowley
Design Manager: Cynthia L. Page
Graphic Designer:
Kimberly Sherman ’02;
Public Relations Assistant:
David Cranshaw ’05
What's News at Rhode Island 
College (US681-650) is published 
biweekly by: 
Rhode Island College 
Office of News and Public Relations, 
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 
Providence, RI 02908
It is published throughout the aca-
demic year except during semester 
breaks. Periodicals postage paid at 
Providence, RI.
Postmaster: 
Send address changes to: 
What's News at Rhode Island 
College Office of News and Public 
Relations, 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., 
Providence, RI 02908.
Deadline: 
Deadline for submission of copy 
and photos is noon the Friday two 
weeks before publication date.
Telephone: 401-456-8090
Fax: 401-456-8887
Printing: TCI Press, Seekonk, Mass.
The next issue of 
What’s News
will be April 21, 2003
Deadline for submission 
of copy, photos, etc.
is Friday, April 11 
at noon.
Story ideas are welcome.
Call 401-456-8090 
or email jfusco@ric.edu.
What's News
submissions welcome
The Office of News and Public 
Relations encourages members 
of the faculty, staff and adminis-
tration to submit news stories, 
feature articles and department 
information for publication con-
sideration in What’s News.
Send materials directly to 
our campus office in Building 
10 on the East Campus or 
email to jfusco@ric.edu or 
glatour@ric.edu. All materials 
are subject to editorial review.
Calendar
The Back Page
March 31 - April 21
Sundays
10 p.m.— Catholic Mass in the 
President’s House. 
Tuesdays
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.— Bible study in 
the Unity Center. 
Wednesdays
12:30 to 2 p.m.—Alcoholics 
Anonymous Meeting. Craig-Lee 251.
6 to 8 p.m.— Christian Student 
Association meets in the Unity 
Center.
March 27-April 25
Art Exhibit: Earth Octet — Eight 
Variations in Clay. Bannister 
Gallery.
31              Monday
8 p.m.—Music: Beethoven String 
Quartets-Muir String Quartet. Part 
of the President’s Music Series in 
the Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian 
Center. Reserved seating $24.
PLUGGED IN: Ross McCurdy ’98 (standing, back row) with members of Ponaganset 
High School’s Protium, “the world’s first PEM hydrogen fuel cell-powered rock 
band.” An Airgen fuel cell and Praxair hydrogen tank are in foreground, which 
provided the power supply to allow the band to broadcast a recent performance 
throughout the school. Band members are (l to r) Joe Cordone, Alan Faiola, Adam 
Muccino, Ryan Huckaby and Brett Robinson.
Plugged in
Continued from page 1
6                Sunday
2 p.m.—RIC Chorus and Brass 
Ensemble will perform in St. Mary’s 
Church on Broadway in Providence. 
Tickets are $5. Call 274-3434 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through 
Friday for tickets.
7:30 p.m.—Music: RIC Chamber 
Orchestra* with John Sumerlin, con-
ductor, in Sapinsley Hall in the 
Nazarian Center.
9                Wednesday
1 p.m.—Music: String Trio of New 
York.* Part of the Chamber Music 
Series in Sapinsley Hall in the 
Nazarian Center.
10-13         Thurs.-Sun.
RIC Theatre: How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying, 
directed by Bill Wilson in the 
Auditorium in Roberts Hall. 
Reserved seating $18. 8 p.m. — 
April 10-12. 2 p.m. — April 12 & 13.
12              Saturday
10 a.m.—Music: Master Class with 
Robert McDuffie, violin* in the 
Nazarian Center 198 in conjunction 
with the RI Philharmonic.
17              Thursday
8 p.m.—Music: Club Night: Jazz — 
Greg Abate Quartet, Robert “Buzz” 
Buzzerio Quartet, Duke Belaire 
Big Band in Sapinsley Hall in the 
Nazarian Center. General admission 
$15.
*Admission Free
Around the campus…
these are practical and useful for 
our society,” he says.
AND THE WINNERS ARE… Winter Sports MVPs are (left to right): Ashley O’Blenis 
(women’s gymnastics), Dana Skorupa (women’s indoor track and field), Mike Riley 
(wrestling), Angela Sarette (women’s basketball) and Kristen Ferreira (cheerlead-
ing).
cation initiative, made possible 
through Cranston Career and 
Vocational School Perkins Grants.
The initiative comprises hands-on 
lab work, research, lessons, field 
trips, writing and presentations on 
hydrogen fuel cell technology.
President Bush has proposed $1.2 
billion for research and develop-
ment for fuel cells and new devel-
opments are occurring daily, says 
the science teacher. NBC Nightly News
reported recently that hydrogen 
fuel cell-powered cars may be a 
reality in 15 to 20 years.
McCurdy, who earned his master 
of education in general science and 
has been teaching at Ponagansett 
since his Rhode Island College grad-
uation, reports they had applied 
for the grants and have received 
two so far.
“The grants have made our fuel 
cell work possible,” he says.
Just for the record, this example 
of the “first mass-manufactured 
proton exchange membrane fuel 
cells” is about the size of a “large 
shop vacuum cleaner” and weighs 
101 pounds.
“Hydrogen fuel cells are a very 
exciting area of technology and sci-
ence education — and fun when 
powering a rock band,” assures 
McCurdy.
In the future, he wants to build a 
fuel cell-powered vehicle, he says, 
adding that the overall goal is to 
make something “bigger, better and 
functional.”
“If such creations are just novel-
ties, then we are not achieving our 
goals. We want to demonstrate that 
